CLAIMS 

We claim: 

1. In a computerized system that includes one or more program components 
including one or more requesting components that can request to access one or more 
target components, a method of providing a requesting component with access to an 
appropriate version of a target component, comprising the acts of: 

receiving a request to access a specified version of a target component, the 
request being received from a requesting component; 

identifying a versioning policy of the specified version of the target component; 

identifying an appropriate version of the target component based on the 
versioning policy of the specified target component; 

providing the requesting component with access to the appropriate version of the 
target component. 

2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the requested version of the target 
component is one of a library component and a platform component. 

3. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein identifying an appropriate version of 
the target component comprises identifying a more recent version of the target 
component in response to a request for an earlier version of the target even though the 
more recent version and the earlier version are both accessible to the computerized 
system. 
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4. The method as recited in claim 3, identifying a more recent version of the target 
component in response to a request for an earlier version of the target even though the 
more recent version and the earlier version are both accessible to the computerized 
system comprises identifying a more recent version of a platform component even 
though an earlier version of the platform component remained on the system when the 
more recent version was received at the computerized system. 

5. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the versioning policy of the specified 
version of the target component is identified when the target component is one or more 
of compiled, configured, installed, and run on the computerized system. 

6. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein version information that identifies the 
specified target component is stored in the requesting component when the requesting 
component is one or more of compiled, configured, installed, and run on the 
computerized system. 

7. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 

identifying one or more requesting components that are able to access a prior 
version of the target component; 

identifying that none of the one or more requesting components are configured 
to access the prior version of the target component; and 

deleting the prior version of the target component. 
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8. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the appropriate version of the target 
component is the version of the target component that was requested. 

9. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the appropriate version of the target 
component is different from the version of the target component that was requested. 

10. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein target component access is provided 
to the requesting component through a determining module. 

1 1 . The method as recited in claim 10, wherein the availability of one or more of the 
prior version of the target component and the more recent version of the target 
component is identified by a determining module when the one or more of the prior 
version of the target component and the more recent version of the target component is 
received by the computerized system. 

12. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the versioning policy is inserted into 
computer-executable instructions in the target component prior to one of installing, 
configuring, and executing the target component on the computerized system. 

13. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the versioning policy is further 
identified in any version of the target component. 

14. The method as recited in claim 13, wherein the versioning policy identifies that 
any of the prior version of the target component and the more recent version of the 
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target component is configured to be accessed by a specific version of the requesting 
component. 

15. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising identifying a component 
scope that is associated with the target component. 

16. The method as recited in claim 1 5, wherein access to the specified version of the 
target component is further based on one of the identified component scope associated 
with the target component, and a target component scope supplied by a system 
administrator. 

17. The method as recited in claim 16, wherein the identified component scope 
specifies that access to the specified version of the target component is provided in one 
or more of a machine level, a process level, and a sub-process level. 

18. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the requested target component is a 
library component, the method further comprising identifying a servicing value 
associated with the requested target component. 

19. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein identifying an appropriate version of 
the target component comprising identifying an updated version of a library 
component based on the identified versioning policy and the identified servicing value. 
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20. In a computerized system that includes one or more program components 
including one or more requesting components that can request to access one or more 
target components, a method of providing a requesting component with access to an 
appropriate version of a target component, comprising: 

an act of receiving a request to access a specified version of a target component, 
the request being received from a requesting component; 

a step for allowing access to an appropriate version of the requested target 
component such that the requesting component accesses the appropriate 
target component as it has been configured to do so, and such that the 
requesting component does not fail when requesting access to a 
component that has been upgraded. 

21. The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the step for allowing access to an 
appropriate version of the requested target component comprises the corresponding 
acts of: 

identifying a versioning policy of the specified version of the target component; 

receiving a request to access a specified version of a target component, the 
request begin received from a requesting component; 

providing the requesting component with access to the appropriate version of the 
target component. 
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22. In a computerized system that includes one or more program components 
including one or more requesting components that can request to access one or more 
target components, a method of upgrading a target component such that a requesting 
component that accesses the target component continues to operate effectively after the 
target component has been upgraded, comprising the acts of: 

identifying that a requesting component is configured to access a target 
component; 

identifying a versioning policy in at least an existing version of the target 
component and a previously installed version of the target component; 
and 

identifying which versions of the target component should remain on the system 
based on any identified versioning policy corresponding to at least the 
existing version of the target component and the previously installed 
version of the target component. 



23. The method as recited in claim 22, further comprising receiving an updated 
nz = version of the target component over a network from a network service provider. 
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the target component to the system without removing the previously installed version 
of the target component. 
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25. The method as recited in claim 22, wherein, if the versioning policy indicates 
that the requesting component is a platform component, overwriting the previously 
installed version of the target component with the existing version of the target 
component. 




- Page 35 - 



Docket No. 13768.493 



26. In a computerized system including one or more requesting components that are 
configured to access one or more source components, a computer program product 
having computer-executable instructions stored thereon that, when executed, cause the 
computerized system to perform a method of providing a requesting component with 
access to an appropriate version of a target component, comprising the acts of: 

receiving a request to access a specified version of a target component, the 
request being received from a requesting component; 

identifying a versioning policy of the specified version of the target component; 

identifying an appropriate version of the target component based on the 
versioning policy of the specified target component; 

providing the requesting component with access to the appropriate version of the 
target component. 
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27. In a computerized system including one or more requesting components that are 
configured to access one or more source components, a computer program product 
having computer-executable instructions stored thereon that, when executed, cause the 
computerized system to perform a method of upgrading a target component such that a 
requesting component that accesses the target component continues to operate 
effectively after the target component has been upgraded, comprising the acts of: 

identifying that a requesting component is configured to access a target 
component; 

identifying a versioning policy in at least an existing version of the target 
component and a previously installed version of the target component; 
and 

identifying which versions of the target component should remain on the system 
based on any identified versioning policy corresponding to at least the 
existing version of the target component and the previously installed 
version of the target component. 
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